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A Word-Study of Hebrews 13 

CLARENCE RUSSELL WILLIAMS 

TALE tTNlVERSITT 

IT has recently been argued that Hebrews 1-12 is an 
exhortation or homily rather than an epistle. But 
Hebrews 13 is certainly epistolary in form. Can we divorce 
this chapter from those preceding, and argue that it was 
added by another hand, perhaps by the person who sent this 
homily to Rome ? Did the person who added this chapter 
write in imitation of the closing exhortations and messages 
of Paul's epistles to imply the Pauline authorship of the 
whole ? 

A word-study of the chapter oifers certain interesting 
suggestions bearing on these questions. The study is not 
intended to cover every word contained in the chapter, but 
only those which are significant. The material is drawn 
mainly from Thayer's Lexicon. 

I. W. T. words found only in Hebrews. 

Of the 169 words peculiar to the writer of Hebrews, 7 are 
found in chap. 13. 

Of these 6 are found only in Hebrews 13 : a-vvBea>, atvea-i's, 
evTTOcta, inreiKO), and aXucrtreX^?. One, atveo-ts, is taken from 
the Septuagint. 

Two of the 7 occur in Hebrews 1-12 : KaKov)(^em, found 
in Heb. 11 37, a good parallel (cf . <Tv^KaKov')(4m, Heb. 11 25), 
and eiiapeareo), found in Heb. 11 5. 6, in a quotation from 
the Septuagint. In 2 Tim. 2 9, we have KaKovpyo^, which is 
a fair parallel to the former word. 

II. Meanings and usages peculiar to Hebrews. 

The words of Hebrews 13 show a surprising number of 
meanings and usages not found elsewhere in the N.T. In 
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many cases Paul uses other words or constructions to ex- 
press the same or similar ideas. 

1. \av6dvm. Here found, according to a well-known classi- 

cal usage, "joined in a finite form to a participle." 

2. ydfUK. Here means "marriage," elsewhere in the N.T. a 

wedding or a wedding banquet. Found in no other 
epistle, though common in the Gospels. Paul employs 
yafiea and yafii^o). 

3. T/ooTTo?. Only here of " manner of life," " character " ; 

cf . Did. 11 8. Paul and Luke use the word of " man- 
ner," etc. 

4. ^yeoixai. The participle with the genitive of the persons 

over whom they rule is used three times in this chapter 
of the overseers or leaders of the church. The nearest 
N.T. usage is Acts 15 22. Paul, Peter, and Hebrews 
1-12 use the word in the sense "to consider." 

Paul in 1 Thess. 5 12 uses irpola-Tdfievoi in a similar 
sense. 

5. eK^aa-K. Elsewhere only in 1 Cor. 10 13, " a way out " ; 

cf. 1^080? in 2 Pet. 1 15. 

6. avaarpo^rj. '■'■ lAfe in so far as it is comprised in con- 

duct" (Thayer). Paul, Peter, and James use the word 
in the sense of behavior or conduct. 

7. 7rapa(j>€pco. Only here in the N.T. of being led aside 

from the truth ; but compare Jude 12. 

In both these cases the Rec. has irepi^epw, which 
Paul uses in 2 Cor. 4 10, Eph. 4 14. Did the wish to 
conform Hebrews to Paul's style have any influence 
here? 

8. Ova-iacrT-^piov. This metaphorical use is not found in 

Paul's writings, though the word is used thrice. The 
word is found in Heb. 7 13. 

9. ffKrfvq. If it here signifies the temple, this is its only 

N.T. use in this sense. Never used by Paul, though 
common in Hebrews 1-12, and five times in Luke- 
Acts. 

10. avveiStja-K. A commoD word, but only here used with 
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/eo\^. The Pastorals use ayaO^ and Kudapd. Peter 
uses ayad-^. 

11. airoKaOuTTTjixi.. Only here " of a man at a distance from 

his friends, and to be restored to them " (Thayer). In 
the Gospels and Acts of restoration to a former state. 

Paul in Philemon 22 expresses a similar thought, 
using 'x^api^onM. 

12. 8tA fipaxemv. "In a few (words)," i.e. briefly. So 

Plato, Demosthenes, and Josephus. 1 Pet. 5 12 says 
St' oXiycov eypa'^a. Paul does not use ^paxvf, though 
it is found in Heb. 2 7. 9. 

13. iwiaT^Wco. " To write a letter " as in Plato (who adds 

the cognate ace), Clement of Rome, and often in 

Greek authors, but nowhere else in the N.T. 

Paul uses ypd<j)0), found in Hebrews only 10 7, and 

there in a quotation. Peter, John, and Jude also use 

<ypd(f>a>. 
The number of usages and meanings peculiar to Hebrews 13, 
and the fact that Paul and other writers express the same 
ideas in different words, would imply that the writer was not 
consciously or unconsciously imitating any other author of 
the N.T. His thoughts are common to the writers of other 
letters, but his presentation of them is peculiarly his own. 

III. Words common to Hebrews 13 and Paul, hut also found 
in Hebrews 1-12. 

This list indicates that these words contained in Hebrews 13 
maybe explained as due to the influence of Hebrews 1-12 — 
that is, to the writer of that section or one who imitated 
him — rather than to an imitation of Paul's style. The fact 
that many of these words are used in a manner unlike Paul 
adds weight to this argument. 

1. i-jTikavddvo/iai. In Heb. 6 10 this word is used with the 

genitive as in Heb. 13 2 and 13 I6, while in Phil. 3 13, 
its only appearance in Paul's writings, it is used with 
the accusative. 

2. fuiivriaKca. Heb. 2 6 8 12 10 17, always in O.T. quota- 

tions. In 1 Cor. 11 2 Paul uses it of remembering 
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himself. In 2 Tim. 1 4 it is used of remembering 
Timothy's tears. Paul prefers fivrjfiovevm ; see below (5). 

3. Bea-fuo'i. Heb. 10 34 is parallel. 

In Ephesians, Philemon, and 2 Timothy, it is used 
of Paul as "the prisoner of Jesus Christ." 

4. 7r6pvo<;. Found in Heb. 12 16, but the closest parallel is 

1 Cor. 6 9, where as here it is coupled with fioixov. 

5. fivrjfiovevo). Heb. 11. 15. 22. 

Paul prefers this verb to fiifivi^a-Kco ; see above (2). 

6. a^/i^pov. Seven times in Hebrews 1-12, three times by 

Paul, once in a quotation. 
7> TTotAci'Xo?. Heb. 2 i. Also 2 Tim. 3 6, Tit. 3 3, James 1 2, 

1 Pet. 1 6 4 10. 

8. ^eVo9. Heb. 11 13. Also Rom. 16 23, Eph. 2 12. 19, 1 Pet. 

4 12. 

9. SiBaxn- Heb. 6 2. Also Rom. 6 17, 16 17, 1 Cor. 14 6. 26, 

but here used of true teaching. In Eph. 4 14, Col. 2 22, 
BiBaaKoXui is used of false doctrine, or doctrines of 
men. This latter word is frequently found in Timothy 
and Titus. 

10. ^e^ai6(o. Heb. 2 3. Also Rom. 15 8, 1 Cor. 1 6. 8, 

2 Cor. 1 21, Col. 2 7. 

11. ffp&/j,a. Heb. 9 10. Also Rom. 14 15. 20, 1 Cor. 3 2, etc. 

12. oa^eXem. Heb. 4 2. Also Rom. 2 25, 1 Cor. 14 6, etc. 

13. djid^eo. Five times in Hebrews 1-12, several times by 

Paul. 

14. Traa-^o). Three times in Hebrews 1-12, common in Paul 

and Peter. 

15. i^epxa/iM. Four times in Hebrews 1-12, used by Paul, 

James, John, not Peter. 

16. oveiBta-fio'i. Evidently parallel to Heb. 11 26 ; cf . also 

10 33. Paul uses it in Rom. 15 a in a quotation from 
the O.T. Found also in 1 Tim. 3 7. 

17. oil <yap e'xpfiev 5Se fievova-av iroXiv. Evidently a refer- 

ence to Heb. 11 16 ; cf . 10 34 12 27. 

18. e-iri^T)Teco. Evidently following Heb. 11 14, though the 

word is found in Rom. 11 7, Phil. 4 17. 

19. 6no\o^4m. Heb. 11 13. Found in Rom. 10 9. 10, 1 Tim. 
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6 12, Tit. 1 16 ; but Paul prefers i^o/ioXoyeco for this 
meaning. 

20. 7rel0(o. Heb. 2 13 69. Common in Paul, but not in 

the sense of obeying church officers. 

21. yjrvxv- Hebrews 1-12 five times. Peter, James, and 

John use the word in the same sense as Hebrews 13, 
but not Paul, see Thayer's N.T. Lexicon. 

22. avoBiScofii. Heb. 12 u. 16 with Xoyov in 1 Pet. 4 5, 

Lk. 16 2, Acts 19 40, and according to Lchm. and Treg. 
in Rom. 14 2, but the best editors do not find it in Paul. 

23. •jrepia-a-orepo)';. Heb. 2 1. Common in Paul. 

24. irapaKaXeoi. Heb. 3 13 10 25. Paul and others use it 

commonly, but 1 Pet. 5 12 is the closest parallel. 
26. Karapri^a). Heb. 10 5 11 3, but in a difPerent sense. 
Best parallel 1 Pet. 5 10. 

26. 0e\r]iia. Heb. 10 7. 9. 10. 36. Common in Paul and 

Peter. 

27. evdpea-TO'i, Frequent in Paul, but the closest parallel is 

Heb. 12 28, where the adverb evapia-Tox; is used. 

28. evmnov. Heb. 4 13. Common in the epistles. 

29. aaTTci^ofiai. Heb. 11 13. Common in Paul, Peter, and 

John. 
This list seems to imply that the writer of Hebrews 1-12 
wrote also Hebrews 13, or that it was written in conscious 
imitation of the writer of the first section. 

IV. Words common to Hebrews 13 and Paul, but not found 
in Hebrews 1-12. 

This list bears on the question whether this chapter was 
written in imitation of Paul or not. 

1. ^i\aSeX<f)ia. Rom. 12 10, 1 Thes. 4 9, but this word is 

found also in 1 Pet. 1 22 and 2 Pet. 1 7, and the grace 
is enjoined by all the apostles and by most early Chris- 
tian writers. 

2. ^CKo^evCa. Only in Rom. 12 13, but ^i\6^evo<; is a quali- 

fication of a bishop, see 1 Tim. 3 2 = Tit. 1 8, and 
compare 1 Pet. 4 9. Another common grace of early 
Christianity. 
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3. Tifiioi. 1 Cor. 3 12 of costly stones. In 1 Pet. 1 19 is 

found a usage similar to that found tere. 

4. Koirr]. Rom. 9 10 13 13. 

5 and 6. ■7r6pvo<; and fioixo'if parallel to 1 Cor. 6 9, where 
both words are found, but probably a not infrequent 
association. 

7. TpoirtK. Used in a different sense by Paul. 

8. apKe'eo. Similar use in 1 Tim. 6 8 ; see also 2 Cor. 12 9, 

3 John 10. 

9. dappe'co. Parallel usage in 2 Cor. 5 6. 8. Paul and He- 

brews agree in using Oappim. Matthew, Mark, John, 
and Acts use Oapa-ea. 

10. eK^offi'i. 1 Cor. 10 13 uses this word in another sense. 

A true parallel is found in Wis. 2 17. 

This, and the following words found in lists II and 
III, are here inserted for the sake of completeness. 

11. ava(TTpoj>r). Paul uses the word in a different sense ; 

see above 11. 6. 

12. fu/Mvija-Kco. 2 Tim. 1 4, but Paul prefers ixvriixoveva> ; see 

above, III. 5. 

13. Toivvv. Paul uses once, but after the first word of the 

sentence. 

14. Kocvcovia. Paul uses frequently, but this was a common 

word. 

15. a-revd^a). Rom. 8 23, 2 Cor. 5 2. 4 ; also James 5 9 and 

Mk. 7 34. 

16. Trpoaevxofiai. Common in Paul and N.T. ; cf. 1 Thess. 

5 23. 

17. koXSk. Compare Gal. 4 17, James 2 8. 

18. ^€09 T^? elp^vT]^. Common in Paul's epistles, but by 

this time a liturgical form probably. 

19. avdyco. Parallel in Rom. 10 7. 

20. TTOifi'T^v. Eph. 4 11, but not of Christ, but of pastors. 

Never used of Christ by Paul. Close parallel 1 Pet. 2 23. 

21. irpo^arov. Rom. 8 36 in a quotation, but a close parallel 

is 1 Pet. 2 25. 

22. evdpe(TTO<;. Paul uses this word seven times, but its 

parallel can be found in Heb. 12 28, evapeaT(o<;. 
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23. avexo/iai. Found in Acts 18 14, and 2 Tim. 4 3, in the 

sense " to listen," but not elsewhere. 

24. TOP aSe\<j>ov rm&v TifioOeop. Parallel to 1 Thes. 3 2, but 

more commonly Paul calls Timothy 6 aSeX^o'v. 

25. jj xa/9«, etc. Parallel to Col. 4 18, but a common bene- 

diction. 
This list indicates that the parallels between Hebrews 13 
and Paul are not as many as is commonly supposed, and that 
most of them are very easily explained as commonplaces of 
Christian letters in the apostolic and post-apostolic age. 
There is not in any of Paul's epistles a doxology in which 
we find phrases woven from the Septuagint, as in the doxol- 
ogy of Heb. 13 20. 21. 

V. Thefollomng twenty-one words are common to Hebrews 13, 
Paul, and Peter, but not always with the same meaning : 

<f>iXaB€X(f)ia, /ievo), rifuo^, avaaTpo^rj, ^evo<;, dyid^co, 7ra<rj^(B, 
\a6<;, 0V(ria, ^etXos, ■^w^ij, airoBi^afii, crvvelhrjcri^, avaa-rpetjxo, 
7rapaKaXea>, ttoi/jh^v, irpo^aTOV, KaTapri^o), diKrjiia, evonnov, 
aaird^opLai. 

I do not claim completeness for this list, but it shows how 
many of the words of this chapter are common property to 
writers of epistles. 

VI. The following nine words find closer parallels in 1 Peter 
than in Paul's writings : 

TrapaKaXea, tiiuo<}, afiiavTOi, ^evo^, ava<^4p(o, airoBiSa/ii, 
TTOifii^v, irpo^aTOV, KarapTi^a, 

Again, completeness is not claimed, but the list seems to 
indicate, not literary dependence, which no one claims, but 
that the two epistles came from similar conditions, and, as I 
believe, from about the same period. 

The above study then tends to show : 

1. That Hebrews 13 offers so many differences from 
Paul's writings in vocabulary, usages, and constructions that 
it is improbable that it was written by one who designed by 
affixing it to a homily to indicate the whole as a work of 
Paul. 
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2. That Hebrews 13 has a sufficient number of character- 
istic and peculiar expressions to make it improbable that it 
was written merely in imitation of Hebrews 1-12. 

3. That Hebrews 13 has so many connections with 
Hebrews 1-12 that it is very difficult to divorce it from the 
preceding chapters. 

4. That while Hebrews 1-12 may be an exhortation or 
homily rather than an epistle, Hebrews 13 as a whole is by 
the same writer, and was written to accompany the earlier 
chapters. 



